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History Essay Prompt
Question One
	The Battle of Chattanooga and the Battle of Vicksburg have a similarity in that they were both sieges. After the confederate was victorious at the Battle of Chickamauga, the Union forces were forced to retreat to the railroad junction of Tennessee. The Confederate General Bragg was quick to respond by laying siege to the city in order to cut off all the access the union had to supplies (Burns, 1990). At the Battle of Vicksburg, the Union mounted a siege against the confederates  General Grant made some attacks after he was able to seal off Vicksburg but the Confederates were well entrenched. In preparation for a long siege, General Grant enclosed the men inside the perimeter and it was only a matter of time before he was able to take Vicksburg. 
	The battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the war because it was the greatest war ever fought in the Western Hemisphere. This battle was a representation of the final efforts of General Lee in his attempt to invade the north. For three monumental days, over 150000 men fought to the death at Pennsylvania which culminated in victory for George Pickett. General Lee was very bold after his victory at Chancellorsville and after three days of battle, there was a battle at Cemetery’s Ridge which was the final blow to the Confederate army (Burns, 1990). This loss for Lee’s army at Gettysburg represented the first major defeat of the Confederates on Northern soil. After this defeat, the Confederate army was never able to mount another major offensive during the entirety of the civil war.
Question Two
	The civil war, being the most heated conflict in US history, had the most adverse impact on the environment. The first impact of the civil war on the environment is the impact on the animals. Animals such as horses and mules were very essential to the civil war and they too suffered and died in plenty. Many of these animals that survived the diseases were either maimed or killed in battle and their carcasses presented a sanitary challenge on the battlefields. Another adverse impact on the environment was witnessed by the destruction of the farmlands (McPherson, 2017). Many of the battles took place on people’s farms and here too occurred horrible destruction of built and natural landscapes. Farms, buildings, and other such structures were destroyed and the crops were burnt in scorched earth warfare policy. The forests and trees were not spared as they were felled to make firewood and chaining trunks to horses and mules amongst other such functions. 
	Ultimately, the greatest damage done to the environment in US history was the damage done to the trees and the forest cover. The armies that fought in this war were enormous in number and they had to cut down a large number of trees in order to cook, keep themselves warm and build structures such as railroads. Trees were cut down in order to furnish corduroy roads, ship masts and railroad ties. Historians estimate that over two million trees were cut down during the civil war (McPherson, 2017). This adverse effect has been felt up to recent years because the US has not been able to fully recover from this loss.
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